Laboratory studies of antipredator behavior in the Mongolian gerbil (Meriones unguiculatus): factors affecting response attenuation with repeated presentations.
A series of experiments was conducted to study the properties of the attenuation of responding to repeated presentation of overhead visual transients in the gerbil (Meriones unguiculatus). Results suggest that this attenuation consists of habituation to the repeated association of a potentially threatening sensory stimulus with an increasingly familiar spatial context. The results of these experiments further suggest that the likelihood of eliciting fleeing is a conjoint function of the degree of risk posed by an overhead sensory transient and the degree of safety that is to be gained by fleeing. Results are discussed in the context of the ecology of predator recognition and the structural organization of the rodent visual system.